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Salinity: The dissolved salt content of a body of water.

Large salt deposits occur naturally over vast areas of Australia. The salt is stored deep underground,

or as surface salt deposits and salt lakes. However, high levels of salinity have become a serious
environmental problem in Australia as well as in other countries around the world. There is widespread
evidence in Australia of affected soil, groundwater and river systems. Areas of Western Australia, South
Australia and the Murray-Darling Basin display particularly shocking levels of salinity.

When the Europeans arrived in Australia in 1788, salt was safely stored deep within the soil. Over the
years following their arrival, land was cleared to make way for traditional European farming methods.
Clearing land involves removing large, native plants with deep root systems-such as trees-and
replacing them with neat rows of shallow-rooted crops.

Dryland Salinity

Groundwater is water found beneath the soil surface. The watertable is the point where the unsaturated
ground meets the saturated ground. Dryland salinity is the movement of salt to the soil surface via
groundwater due to the rise in the watertable. It occurs in non-irrigated areas and is known to cause
the most extensive damage.
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