


The bill is introduced to 
the House of 

Representatives.

Members debate and 
vote on the main idea 

of the bill.

Public inquiry into the bill 
and reporting back to 

the house.

Members discuss the bill 
in detail, including any 

changes to the bill.

Members vote on the bill 
in its final form.

The bill is passed in the 
House of Representatives 
and sent to the Senate.



The bill is introduced to 
the Senate.

Senators debate and 
vote on the main idea 

of the bill.

Public inquiry into the bill 
and reporting back to 

the house.

Senators discuss the bill 
in detail, including any 

changes to the bill.

Senators vote on the bill 
in its final form.

The bill is passed 
in the Senate.



The Governor-
General signs 

the bill.

The bill becomes a 
law for Australia.

Bills may originate in different ways:
• Government departments make many suggestions for bills.
• Community groups, businesses or lobby groups may be 
interested in changing or improving a specific area of 
Australian law. 
• Political parties have their own policy ideas about how 
Australia should be governed
• Sometimes the Parliament sets up a parliamentary 
committee to examine a current issue.


